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Hello Everyonel!

My name is Mary Mastin and I am going to be the new English teacher for Kumamura. I am very excited
to be here and I hope to learn a lot about life in rural Japan. I hope to meet as many people as I can and
make lots of new friends. I am from a small town called Hartly. It is in the state of Delaware. I graduated
from the University of Delaware in 2009, and have a degree in Criminal Justice and East Asian Studies.

The state of Delaware was the first state to ratify the constitution of the United States when we broke
free from England so it is called # The First State €. It is the second smallest state in America, so it does not
have many big cities or festivals. There is the Delaware State Fair every summer, which is where all of the
farmers get together and compete. There are shows, pie-making contests, livestock contests, and tons of food
stalls. There are also lots of rides and games for the kids. Delaware is also famous because it produces a lot
of chickens and corn.

My first trip to Japan was in 2002 when I stayed with a host family in Miyagi Prefecture. I loved it so
much that I came back to Japan in 2008 on a study abroad trip with my University. I stayed in Kobe city for
a month. Now I am back again, in Kyushu for the first time! I hope to learn as much as I can about Japanese

culture and life in Kumamural I want to study Japanese so that

I can become fluent and chat with everyone!l I look forward to
getting to know as many people as possible and teaching in all of
the schools. Thank you so much for having me in your village and
please teach me as much as possiblel

Mary Mastin
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